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KOREAN - AMERICAN COUNCIL,
527 Colorado Building,
Washington, D. C.

‘Phone: Republic 6119

FOR RELEaSE AT 12 O'CLOCK NOON - '
TURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2lith, l9h2

The following is the text of the addfess of Dr. Syngman
Rhee, noted patriot and father of the Korean Republlc, to the
Town Hall Club of New York City Tuesday noon, February 2lith:

"Ladies and Gentlemen!

I am grateful for the honor you pay my country by inviting me,

ifs representative in the United States, to be your guest and
by granting me the privilege of addressing you; |

T am asked to speak to you on what the pecple of Korea
can do to help defeat Japan. For the benefit of the younger
persons in my audience may I first be permitted to give you
a few facts regardinp Korea? No, I do nct impugn yoar scholar-
ship but for more than 50 years American textbooks have con-
tained only Japan's version of Korea. I need not tell you how
recent events have testified to the treachery and 11es of the
Japanese, You Americans now are leafning What we Koreans have
known for centuries. | S

The people of Korea have had a.national'eXistence of
moére than l,000 years. Their homeland is that great peninsu-
la that juts out from the Asiatic mainland.‘ The Japanese
rightly call Korea g dagger p01nted at the heart of Japan.
It is. But in the past it has been a dagger used only for

the protectlon of Asia agalnst the island savages to the east.

Sy

‘It has been used successfully by the Koreans not once, but

many times, I believe you will be fair enough and generous
enough ---- on the basis of historical facts rather than im-
aginary data ---- to agree that my people can do in the

future what they have repeatedly done in the past A1l we ask

~ of the American people is that yoﬁ'giveAus a chance., I con-

tend there is a moral duty for you to do so and I shall tell

you why.
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Sitvated as Korea is btheeﬂ the gréat Chinese Empire
to the weét; Manchuria, Mongolia and Russia to the north
and the war-like i1sland tribcs of Japan to thé east, my
coﬁntry has heen the battlc-ground of her warring neighbdrs
for all‘the bygoﬁe centuriés.

But the Koreans have managed to protect and maintain
their existcnce as an indepondent nation for more than L2
centuries. As time goes, that 1s a considerablé périod,'
don't you think? In fact, we enjoyéd our freedom untiltthe
white m;n of the west came and gave to the warrior race of

Japan the superior weapon of war.

Without the white man's material and moral aid (or

r

should I say "immoral®?) Japan never would have defeated

China in 189, Russia in 190h, Korea in 1910 and Manchuria
in 1931, | \

Without your supplies of war machines and materials,
so generously made avallable by you to thé‘war 1ords of
Tokyb, Japan since 1937 could not Hgve:bpmbéd; burned
and destroyed Chinese cities, | - i

Your scrap-iron, your munition, yourgoils and gaso-
lines have added up the grisly total of hundreds of thous-
andSrmén'and women and children of China who-lié deﬁd and
buried beneath the debris.of a fine old civilization.

And now these bombing planes and tanks(and machine

guns - all products of your inventive genius --~ are be-

- ing vsed in what manner?

Why,my dear listemers, they aré enaﬁlihg thé’savage
tribes of'Nippon to drive out all the whife men. from thé.

East, They are responsible for the conquest of the Phili-

. ppines und the Malay peninsula, the fall of Hong-Kong and

the surrender of Singapore, the invasion of the Dutch Eést

Indies =nd Australia, They are actuclly o threat to your

own Pacific Coast, And do not forget Pearl Harbor either.:
Now, my friends, I do not use this roli>call of dis-

aster to frighten you, The dAreadful news since December

seventh is, I know, familiar enough to all of you., You are

reasonable men and women and I feel you will régard»as
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. reasonable the desire of 3 million Koreans to'be of help

to you in this time of =srave emergehcy.

You see, Forea was known cs the "hormit kingdom" in
tho"past century. Tired of the bickerings of the 6utside
world and being a stounch believer in peéce, our "lund of
the morning calm," as wo term it, had withdrawn from the
company of other nations. We really worshiped pezce..Why,
among oursclves, instéad of suying, as you do, "How do you.
do?" tnd "Good-bye", our salutztion was, “Are you in peace?"
and our ferewell wus, ‘Go in peace,”

To this peaceful lind came Americuns some sixty yeurs .

ago. The Americcns said, in effect: "Comc join the outside

world. Open your vorts for trade, Lot your pcople cnjoy the

blessings of proorcss. Wo wili take you by the hand, We
will guvide you. We will protect you,"

.So it cumc to pass, in 1882, that. the pcople of Korca
entcred into thc solc¢mn trcaty’rclatioﬁs.with the people of

the United States,. You know, that vorygsamc,treaty still is

.on your books, It hes never béon repcaled. Its becautiful

languago romains unchengeds It is not for me - o fugitive

from the Japancsc who have long hnd n price of $100, 000

on my head - to cecriticize tkre American.vaernment; The

Americon people have given me sanctusry and have giveﬁ me
help. And, without exception, those Americané, who know the
true story of the,diplomutic relations between my country
cnd their own, huve spoken ouﬁ bourageously and hgve de-
manded. th:t justice be done._ijgpﬁé;iiﬁqgypg;téﬁéqd your

K

voices to theirs, ‘ ‘

Suffice it to szy, Japan~with'weapops‘from‘the white
man of the west swarmed over Korea in 1905 and the en-
slaﬁement of my people then begtn, This W:s'the first step '
in Jepan's new order in Asid. | ~

My friends, do not be misled. The Japanese -~re not
puppets of Germany. They are.not ccting on the orders of
Hitler, They are not imit.-ting the Nuzis, They are a cruel
and carefully plenning people. Their single 2im 1s the

conovest of the world,




Hawaii. I would like to quote a few~sentences'from Hide-

- end of the quotation. f_n

- -

You are 2ll familiar w{th the Tanaka memoria; whicn
calls for world domination. Do you think the idea 1t ex-
presses is new to the Japanese? It is not!

Why, in 1590, Hideyoshi, the grezt military hero of
medieval Japan, sent letters to Korea, Cnina,:the Philippines,
the Liuchiu islands and even to'India to inform tnem he was
embarking on a program of world conquest.

This happens to be one 1nstance Wberelthe Japanese
were actually polite enough to announce their plans in ad-

vance. They failed to show you the same consideration in

yoshi's letter to the king of Korea., They bear out the old
French proverb which says,”"The more things change, the more
they are the same."

After giving the Sun partial credit for his birth and
stating his benevolent rule would be adnired by nations in
all directions, Hideyoshi goes on to §a§ the super-nation
he intends to create should not be eeparated by mountains'
or seas but should include them allv I ouote'

"In starting my conquest I plan that our forces should
proceed to Chlna and compel the people there to adopt our
customs and manners, Then that vast. country oon31stina of .
more than elo) provinces, would enjoy our 1mperia1 protection
and benevolence for millions of years to come, You, king of
Korea,‘are hereby instructed to join us at the head of'all

your fighting men when we proceed to China.ﬁnghat*s'the

The invasion occurred on scheduleffﬁtfendedgeVentuaii§$em
in the defeat of the Japanese and their retreat back to thelir
islands. The Koreans were abie}to adhieue.victory largely
through the ﬂenius of our great admiral L1 ‘Sunsin, He in-
vented an iron-clad boat -- yes, the first iron clad boat --
and accomplished the destruction of the Japanese navy. ’

You've heard, of course, that the Japanese have a
timetable for this war , . . . the Phllipp;nes reduced by

such a date, Singapore to surrender by February 11lth was 1it,

~and so on. Well, Hideyoshi also had a timetable and although

‘ ‘ - . . a R ‘

— . : R i



i
[
j'
¢
!
14
L

nesses of thc Japanese, Wo undurstood tho strango way in

..5..

his was not carried out, he has remained the idol of the
Jaéanese people all these 350 years. They still retaln the

timetable jdea of conguest., Only a few .days after the attack

.on Pearl Harbor, for cxample, Admiral Yamamoto revealed that

he had written -- nearly a year before, mihd you --that he
would not be content merely to capture Guam and the Philippings
and occupy Hawaii and 3San Fréﬁcfsco,'buf hejwés looking for-
ward and I quote "to dictating poéco fd the United States
at the White ‘House in Jashington:" That's the conclusion of
the Yamamoto letter, Docsn't it echo, down the ccnturies,
the spirit of Hidcyoshi?

Ladics and gentlemen, I havc had ah'unusual opportunity
to got to know the Japanese; Since I saw the Japanose war

books. in 1895 entitled, Illo Junjang, which means Russo-
2 ’ )

Japancse war, and Ilmi Junjung, which moans American-Jap-

ancse war, I tried to warn my own peoplc of Japan's aim of

‘military conquost. But my own pooplo refused to believe me

until Japan botrayod and cnslaved them in'l905.fSince>I
came to Amcrica, more tﬁan 30 yearé ago, 1 ﬁriod to warn my
Amorican fricnds agzainst Japan but fcw of them took me” serious-
ly until Pcarl Hirbor, Even now only a comparatively small
number of Amcricans really know tho peril ﬁo their country
thot Japdn's ultimate objcct is,

We Korcans know the Japanesd. We have never‘acceptod
thcir domination. Wc hav0'r§voltod agaiﬁst their £Yranny‘

and w¢ are rcuady to risc up cgoain, We have studied the woak-

.which his mind works, how hc sccks to dograd@*and to dobaéo..ﬂw;fQM4‘

his fcllow man. We¢ know his cruclty, his ruthlessncss, his

trcachery.

Don't you think that 23 million Kor@ans‘can be a power-
ful force to hclp you Amcricans, to help the Chinese, the
Dutch, thc Australicns Qnd the British at a time liko this?

Isn't this thc momont when cvery avallﬁblc elemcnt

should be utilized to accompllsh the onc aim of all thc

'Domocraclus - to crush the g ngstor nations?

My countrymen have been fighting Jdpah for the last

57 ycocrs ot home and abroad, in every concclvable way, whilc
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'China, the ﬁnited Statos and all tho rost.of the world wore
aslecp ¢w... Whoen all the world had not the slightest idez
of what Jugpan was preparing to do.

Right now, the Koreans have thoir Provisional Govern-
ment in Chungking, China, They have theilr own afmy fighting
alongside the Chinese against the common enemy,. As the
representative of that Goverﬁmentj I have asked your State
Department to extend recognition to the Rgpublic of Korea,
So far the State Lepartment has withheld action.

Our American+friends have formed the Korean-American
Council and they, too, have askéd the State Department to
act, but as jet to no avail,

Our American friends say that if the American people
knew the whole story of Korea, they.would demahd and they
would get action. As fapidly as posSible, with the limited
means at their disposal, they are telling the story of Korea,
They ask you to write(ﬁour senators and representatives, to
write the State Department and to the White Housse,. request-
ing that Korea bevrecognized. Thihk of the psycholoéical
effect on 23 million people, on Jupants doorstep; ready and
Willing to fly at the throat of every Japanese, the moment
a little encouragement and =id are given them, |

Please remember that recognition of the Korean Govern-
ment by the Unitcd States Governmcht does not mean independ-
ence for my peoplo..We shall have to fight for that our-

o - selves and wec are prepdred‘tp fightlfpf'it,

t e .-
LAY L N i n

'Rocognition would mean} héwsver;“that-some:of the ... ...

plqnes.and guns and munitions you arec turning out of your
arsencl of Aemocracy would not be deniled us, a2s they are now,
Wé offor you ovr trcmcndous man power in the hope you will
aqcept it for our common cuusc. Evdry Jopancse engaged in
fighting Korcans is one less Joponese to fight an American |
'soldier.

At thc.ond of this wecck we are holding in Wushington
: } o Korean Liborty Conference, We meet to commemorate our re-

volution of 1919 against the Japancse and to reaffirm.the
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declaration of indepondence we adopted that sucme yeor,

We mcct to declarc fhu sdhercenco df the Korcan pecople
to the Dcoclaration of United Nations,

We moct once aguin to sk the Government of the Unitcd
States to recognizc our Provisional Yovernment,

We moct to plan the 1942 revolution of the Koronn
people wguinst the Japanosc,

I ﬁope'thut mony of you who hecar my voice will bec able
to attund thut confercncu. ﬁoliovors in Liberty necd no for-
mcl invitotion to rally to her scered causc.

The Korcun-fmeric:in Council, with headquartoers in tho
Colorado Building, #.shington, D, C. wishos to chlist your
morzl support and your finuncianl support. Monecy is nccded to
take the story of Korca to the pcople,

We know the spirit and the intecgrity of the Américan
pcople. Wc know they nover have nor ovof‘shall countcnance
the enslavoment of a fellow nation. |

We know whot Liberty means to you and that you know
full well whet it moans to us. We have boon doniocd 1t for
37 long and tyrannical years, Our gnemy now is your cncmy,
Will you hclp us? Wo stdhd rcady to heclp you if you will bhut
let us.” ' |

Thank you,




